On the evening of the 22nd July I was asked by one of the residents of the station to see her Masalchi's wife who had been in labour four days; the girl was a primipara about fifteen years of age. I found her lying,, greatly exhausted, in a little shed iu the compound with a native midwife in attendance; she was removed on a dooley to the dispensary close by ; on examination I found a diminutive pelvis with the head of the child impacted at the outlet; it could not be pressed back nor could the finger be passed between it and the pubes; the labia were swollen, dry and glazed ; the scalp tumour was very large and had no pulsation in it; all uterine action had ceased. I made a most careful stethoscopic examination and satisfied myself that the child was dead; this being so there was, fortunately, I being alone, no need for a consultation as to what should be done. It was utterly impossible to pass a catheter, the urethra was so compressed. About 9 o'clock the girl was put under chloroform and perforation was performed ; three quarters of an hour after the head was born ; I did not use the craniotomy forceps, but my fingers, to lessen the chance of injury; the shoulders followed very slowly, each arm was hooked down in turn, but as scon as the shoulders were born the rest of the body followed very quickly, and doing so caused a slight unavoidable laceration of the perineum. The uterus contracted firmly, expelling the placenta into the vagina from which it was removed after a short interval: the child was a large male : no haemorrhage occurred ; a binder was applied, and after remaining an hour I left the girl asleep ; there was incontinence of urine for three days, when the bladder completely recovered its tone; there was also vaginitis and the labia sloughed in two places, hut these were combated, and the girl discharged quite well on the 10th August. There can be no doubt that if she had been left to the tender mercies of the native midwife she would have died undelivered. 3uieri, September IQth, 1874.
